Climate Justice: Ethics, Energy, and Public Policy

Study Guide
Chapter 3, Alternative and Renewable Energy Options
Possible discussion questions:

1. This chapter uses the four ecojustice norms and the twelve energy policy guidelines to conduct an ethical assessment of alternative and renewable U.S. energy options. According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration: a) What percent of the nation’s primary energy supply was provided by renewable energy sources in 2008, b) which source led the way, and c) how much do solar and wind currently contribute in comparison to other renewable sources?

2. In what ways do energy efficiency and conservation represent “the most substantial and immediate way to maximize supplies and decrease annual greenhouse gas emissions”? (pp. 76-83)
3. In what ways are fiscal subsidies and other public policies critical to the wind and solar industries?
4. What lessons might the United States learn from its policies to support development of corn-based ethanol?
5. To what extent could hydropower, geothermal energy, and marine energy contribute to U.S. energy supplies in the future?
6. The author proposes nine energy policy recommendations at the end of this chapter. Are these well-justified by the ecojustice norms and energy policy guidelines? Are there any you would add or delete?
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